
How To Read Your Accident Report

Our clients tell us that they want to know exactly what the investigating police officer reported about the details 

and facts of how their accident occurred. As a special service to you, we are providing a copy of the official "State 

of Maine - Crash Reporting Guide." This guide provides you with the full ability to interpret all of the various num-

bered boxes that appear throughout your accident report. 

Usually, the police officer's narrative description on the report only tells part of the story as to how the accident 

occurred. Below are tips on how to read your accident report, including some of the most important boxes. 

If you have any questions about any of the information provided on your accident report, call us toll-free at 

1-800-CALL-JOE (1-800-225-5563) and we'll be happy to help you interpret what the report says free of charge.
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Boxes 1 through 12 
report details on the 
location of the accident, 
the type of accident, 
whether a fixed object was 
struck, other property 
damage, traffic control 
devices, light, weather, 
road surface and road 
character, whether road 
work was being done, 
speed limit, and whether 
an emergency vehicle was 
involved.

Boxes 13 through 21 
are often used to deter-
mine which driver was the 
negligent/at-fault party.

Boxes 25 through 34 report issues such as the age and sex of the occupants of the 
vehicles, details of the injuries suffered, use of safety equipment, which vehicle was 
occupied, whether the occupant was ejected from the vehicle, and the position of each 
occupant in the vehicle.

First, determine whether the officer has you listed as unit 1 or unit 2.
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JONES, MARY (Witness)
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Please see attached Form 001.

21E
1

Vehicle

SMITH, JANE
EM0000000

1 MAINE STREET

KITTERY ME 03904 2 0

01/01/1954 F 0 C

2
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